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Responding to Antisemitism
Amidst  the Is rae l -Hamas conf l ict ,  Univers i ty  of
Minnesota students  faced unprecedented chal lenges
this  past  semester .  The campus became a foca l  point
for  pro-Palest in ian demonstrat ions ,  ca l l s  for
d ivestment f rom Israe l ,  and a  ten-day encampment at
Coffman Memoria l  Union that  co inc ided with Passover .  

These events  left  s tudents  feel ing unsett led and
vulnerable ,  part icu lar ly  as  protests  esca lated to inc i te
v io lence with ca l l s  for  int i fada and chants  of  " f rom the
r iver  to  the sea. . . " .  Unfortunate ly ,  the response f rom
univers i ty  leadership d id  l i t t le  to  assuage concerns .

The student ’s  response to intense ant isemit ism was to
intens i fy  thei r  connect ion and commitment to  Judaism.
Students  were eager  to  engage in  learn ing sess ions ,
wrapping tef i l l in ,  hanging mezuzahs and much more.
They f locked to Jewish soc ia l  events  for  the sense of
pr ide and camarader ie .  When the encampment was
disbanded,  students  gathered at  Coffman for  a  pro-
Israe l  ra l ly ,  d isp lay ing thei r  Jewish pr ide and
dedicat ion.  Throughout  the ordeal ,  the students
embodied the phrase “Am Yisrae l  Chai”–despite  a l l
odds ,  the Jewish nat ion l ives .

The campus protests  sparked a  s ignif icant
surge in  Jewish educat ion.  Dur ing the recent
semester ,  Rabbi  Ste iner  led two lecture ser ies :
S ina i  Scholars  and Is rae l  101.  S ina i  Scholars  i s
an 8-week introductory  Jewish d iscuss ion
course ,  whi le  I s rae l  101 is  a  component  of  the
JewishU program where students  can earn
credits .  Both courses  exper ienced
unprecedented levels  of  enrol lment  and
attendance.

I ’m a Jew and I ’m Proud!

Sinai Scholars Graduation

Wrapping Teffilin

Ladies Lunch & Learn
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Semester Summary:  
A Gatsby Purim
Our l ive ly  Pur im party  themed around the roar ing 20s was a  resounding success!  Students  came
together  to  l i s ten to the megi l lah before heading to Blarney’s  for  a  costume-f i l led ce lebrat ion.
The fo l lowing day,  we held "Pur im in  an Hour ,"  dur ing which students  completed a l l  four  mitzvot
of  the day :  l i s tening to the megi l lah ,  g iv ing tzedakah,  exchanging food g i f ts  with f r iends ,  and
enjoying a  fest ive  meal .  Everyone who took part  embraced the joyous sp i r i t  of  the hol iday.

The lead up to Passover  was a lmost  as  fun as
the hol iday i tse l f !  A few weeks before
Passover ,  we ran a  lad ies  res in  seder  p late
making event  with gorgeous resu l ts .  In  the
days  before the seders ,  s tudents  came to help
Chavi  in  the k i tchen.  Passover  was a  lot  of
work,  but  not  a  chore ,  because we did i t  with
fr iends.  The rea l  joy  was s i t t ing down at  the
seder  with everyone to enjoy the f ru i ts  of  our
efforts .

Preparing for  Passover Passover on Campus
Passover  marks  the most  bust l ing per iod at
Chabad,  and i t ' s  undeniably  the p innac le  of
our  year!  We had two engaging,  interact ive ,
and scrumptious  seders ,  each drawing over  90
students .  Our  kosher  for  Passover  meal  p lan
received a  fantast ic  recept ion,  and we were
del ighted to prov ide f ree kosher  for  Passover
food throughout  the hol iday to over  30
students .  Nobody went  hungry or  unsat isf ied
after  indulg ing in  Chavi ' s  magnif icent  feasts!

Before the Seder

Students Lending a Helping Hand

Passover Meal Plan

Resin Seder Plate Making
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Special  Milestones
The Ste iner  fami ly  joyous ly  marked two
signif icant  occas ions  a longs ide students ,
a lumni ,  f r iends ,  and re lat ives .  In  March,  Rabbi
Yitz i  commemorated h is  40th b i r thday,  with
numerous attendees f rom var ious  p laces
coming together  to  express  thei r  apprec iat ion
for  h is  impactfu l  presence.  Later  in  May,  the
fami ly  ce lebrated Muss i ' s  bat  mitzvah,  where
s ixty  lad ies  and g i r l s  jo ined in  a  cru ise  to
honor  her  on th is  momentous day.

Senior Spotl ight:  Lizzie  Doman ‘24
Chabad has  been my home away f rom home.  I  came to the Univers i ty  of
Minnesota knowing nobody and immediate ly  fe l t  welcomed by Chabad.
I t  has  created stabi l i ty  for  me throughout  the past  4  years  on campus.  I
fe l t  so  loved by the Ste iner  fami ly  and knew I  had people  that  t ru ly
cared about  me as  soon as  I  ar r ived on campus.

Throughout  my years  at  Chabad,  I  have been Shabbat  Chair  and a  Gir l s
Event  Lead on the Board.  P lanning events  for  Chabad and br inging the
community  together  was so spec ia l .  My fr iends would a lways  ask when
the next  event  was so they could come jo in  and learn about  my cul ture .
Chavi  had even come to my soror i ty  to  ta lk  about  important  hol idays
and educate a l l  those interested in  learn ing more.

By senior  year  I  was  at  Shabbat  every  Fr iday n ight .  Dur ing the last  Shabbat  of  the semester  I  left
a  graduat ion party  because ce lebrat ing Shabbat  had become part  of  my r i tua l  and was something I
couldn’t  miss .

Overa l l ,  the impact  Chabad has  had on my col lege exper ience cannot  be expla ined by words  but
rather  by the warm feel ing I  would get  each t ime I  would walk into the Chabad house,  and for  that
I  am forever  gratefu l .

Nova Festival  Survivor 
Gives Inspiration
We were honored to host  Roi  Assaraf ,  a
Nova Fest iva l  surv ivor .  His  message of
hope and res i l ience was inspi r ing to the
near ly  200 attendees.


